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MAY 19 1956 


The Honorable Carl Vinson / 
Chairman “ 

House Cam mitt*# on Armed Service* 
V. a shington 25, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 


Referring to our phone conversation of this afternoon, this 
letter summarise* the problem which has arisen in connection with 
our new headquarters building. 


STAT 



Our original estimate of the cost of construction of our new 
building was $55,909, ©00, the original estimate of the Public Build- 
ing* Service was $5©, ©00, 006, and after our discussions with the 
Bureau of the Budget we requested the Congrees for an authorisation 
of $50, 000, 000. Our final authorisation, which was contained in the 
Military Construction Act of 1955 (P. JL. 161, 84th Congress), was 
$46, 0<K>, 000. 


Since the enactment of authorising legislation, and since the 
enactment of F. L. 219, 84th Congress, which provided an initial 
appropriation sufficient to permit the drawing up of plans and speci- 
fications for the building and certain ether preliminary steps, we 
have prepared detailed cost estimates as a basis for an appropria- 
tion request. Although w* attempted to live within our authorisation, 
we have been advised both by our architects and by tin* General 
Services Administration that it would be impossible to construct a 
building which would house all of our employees, even under the 
most austere standard# and conditions, for $46, 006, 909. Since the 
original cost estimate el $50,800,900 was made by the Public 
Buildings Service in March of 1955, the building cote index has in- 
creased by 5. 7%, and the trend continues upward. It is now estimated 
that under the present authorisation, a reduction from original plane 
of 300, 000 square feet of net u cable space would be required in the 
building, which in turn means that we would be unable to house 
severe! hundred of our employees. Current estimates indicate that 
roughly $56,006,000 would now be required in order to permit con- 
struction and site development of facilities which would house all 
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bm any lower th*k» this *»«»«#• 

_ foreffolna. we feel there ere food end sufficient 

•7 roceed immediately with an appropriation request for 
reasons to proceed im ^ y ^ thiA request is now before 

the full amount presently authorised. will 

U« tongre... ^ ^ „ r ™o..d vmM p«wM« •!>«• 

toV * n T ValWtag., 

Jor »U ol «* “3^” o., ,p.c. .. «to« U. d..r,oUtl« will 

thus permitting the evacuation o» urban renewal 

he nossitde in accordance with Government plan . . 

T„ r*u»u« «i Utarik, .no .. 

. *th& tot al numbtv of buildings occupied by guncy 

reduce, wtth ««»«>» i '^ n * Uy, " T 

forttoffeUy. in .ddltitm to pdrp.to.Mng “‘ ce ** l ”^™“^ ‘°f„' 
turxnex m»r* . .. increase in c«wt«ctton cost*g 

r£ir.35SwJ ^r^Tctoia * p^*- **» *. «»-. 

reruns .« — 

i^d ami appropriated. 

•jsxrrs ^ 

can foresee no waste or needless expense U a use 
to enlarge the bu ild in g. 

This briefly summarise* the status of the matter. ^ 

, * ” . ^iLsssed this situation with Chairman Csimen and wit,* 
to you. I have dlscnss^ te our problem. I 

Senator Hayden, both of whom are sympatae r 

toli.v. Ctoi«n»» CtoKm tatorf. to „* b. fcl, 

able to see GtnMtot#** aad ^b our present approprla- 

that we would be attempt to seek an additional authorisation 

tion request, and defer auy j atwd fully with Senator 

during thle session of the Congress. g»e w ^th you 

.nd t^lcud .tot 1 w»«M * 1*0 ««»• «*“ Wl ” 1 yOU 

as soon as possible. 
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I will be in touch with you when 1 return to Washington to a 
lew d»y», and X would be meet grateful for any advice whic h yet arc 
aW« to giw <m this matter, to the event that yea dee ire further to* 
'tormattoa P*ad*ng m Y return, Mr. Merman Paul el my etaff will be 
taffy to furnish you with additional details. 


With kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Duties 
Director 


IG:NSPaul/blc (18 May 56) 
Orig. &c 1 - Add^,— 

1 - Signer ^ 

1 - Legislative Counsel 
1 - DD/S 
1 - OGC 
1 - OL/BPS 
1 - Comptroller 


UL^J. ^ ’ UH'Z. 
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